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feeling m the country. The Whigs were beaten
by a majority of three to one ; there could thus
be no question of a moderate or middle Ministry ;
Harley came back as the head of a purely Tory
administration pledged to make peace.

Marlborough deeply resented the treatment of
Godolphin. But he found it impossible to give
up his command in the middle of the campaign
and Godolphin himself begged him not to do so.
But Godolphin's curt dismissal finally ensured
that no striking military results would be obtained
that year. On July 31/August n, just before
Godolphin went, Marlborough wrote to him:

I am of opinion that after the siege of Aire
I shall have it in my power to attack Calais
... but I see so much malice levelled at me,
that I am afraid it is not safe for me to make
any proposition ; fearing, if it should not suc-
ceed, my enemies might turn it to my dis-
advantage.

He had to suffer a series of humiliations at the
hands of Harley's new Ministry. Gardonel, his
former secretary, was deprived of his office of
Secretary at War ; Cadogan, his right-hand man,
ceased to be envoy to the Dutch ; a commission
was set up in London to decide Army promo-
tions ; and three of his subordinates were
cashiered for having drunk the toast " damna-
tion and confusion to the new Ministry." Fearful
of the General's popularity, the new Ministers
hired pamphleteers to ridicule his avarice and
condemn his ambition. But in spite of these
insults and his inability to win a major military